2>1                             STORM   OVER  THE   LAND

Ruffin pulled the first gun of die war, and swore lie would kill himself
before lie would ever live under the United States Government.

It was a red dawn. The encircling batteries let loose all they had. The
mortars and howitzers laughed. Wood fires on. hulks at die inner harbour
entrance lighted the distant lonesome relief ships from Lincoln; for a hundred
reasons they could be of no help; it they could have crossed the sand bars at
high tide they would have been bright targets for guns to shatter.

Through daylight of the twelfth and through the rain and darkness of die
night of the thirteenth, the guns pounded Suniter with more than 3,000 shot
and shell. Eight times die Confederates hit the flagstaff; at last they shot the
flag off the peak; Sergeant Hart climbed up with a hammer and nailed it
on again.

Smoke, heat, vapour, stifled the garrison; they hugged the ground with
wet handkerchiefs over mouths and eyes till they could breathe again. The
last biscuit was gone; they were down to pork only for food. The storm
and dark of the early morning on the thirteenth ended with clear weather
and a red sunrise.

Again offered the same terms of surrender as before, Anderson, after
thirty-three hours of bombardment, gave up the fort.

On Sunday, the fourteenth, he marched his garrison out with colours
flying, drums beating, saluting his flag with fifty guns. They boarded one of
the relief ships and headed north for New York Harbour. They had lost one
man, killed in the accidental explosion of one of their own cannon.

In their last glimpse of Fort Suniter they saw the new Confederate flag,
Stars and Bars, flying. In his trunk Major Anderson had the flag he had
defended; he wished to keep this burnt and shot flag and have it wrapped
round Mm when laid in the grave.

CHAPTER   III
THE   CALL  FOR  TROOPS
ON that same Sunday of April i4th, as Anderson marched out of Suniter the
White House at Washington had many visitors. They filed in and out all
day. Senators and Congressmen came to say that their people would stand
by the Government, the President. The Cabinet met. A proclamation was
framed to go the next day to the eyes and ears of millions of people, then
around the world. It named the States of South Carolina,, Georgia, Alabama,